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HOUSE BI LL 2229

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schual-Berke, Curtis, Cody, Hi nkle, Dunshee and
Moel | er

Read first tinme 02/24/2005. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to physician assistants; adding a new section to
chapter 18.57A RCW and adding a new section to chapter 18.71A RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 18.57A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An osteopathic physician's assistant licensed in this state or
licensed or authorized to practice in any other United States
jurisdiction or who is credentialed as an osteopathic physician's
assistant by a federal enployer who is responding to a need for nedical
care created by an energency or a state or |ocal disaster (not to be
defined as an energency situation that occurs in the place of one's
enpl oynent) may render such care that the osteopathic physician's
assistant is able to provide without supervision as it is defined in
this chapter, or with such supervision as is avail able.

(2) An osteopathic physician who supervises an osteopathic
physician's assistant providing nedical care in response to an
energency or state or local disaster is not required to neet the
requirenents set forth in this chapter for a supervising physician.
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(3) An osteopathic physician's assistant licensed in this state or
licensed or authorized to practice in other states of the United States
who voluntarily and gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course
of enpl oynent or practice, renders energency nedi cal assistance is not
liable for civil damages for any personal injuries that result from
acts or om ssions by the osteopathic physician's assistant in rendering
energency care that may constitute ordinary negligence. The imunity
granted by this section does not apply to acts or omssions
constituting gross, wllful, or wanton negligence or when the nedical
assistance is rendered at any hospital, physician's office, or other
health care delivery entity where those services are normally rendered.
An osteopathic physician who supervises an osteopathic physician's
assistant voluntarily and gratuitously providing energency care as
described in this subsection is not liable for civil damages for any
personal injuries that result fromacts or om ssions by the osteopathic
physi ci an's assi stant renderi ng energency care.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 18.71A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A physician assistant licensed in this state or |icensed or
authorized to practice in any other United States jurisdiction or who
is credentialed as a physician assistant by a federal enployer who is
responding to a need for nedical care created by an energency or a
state or local disaster (not to be defined as an energency situation
that occurs in the place of one's enploynent) may render such care that
t he physician assistant is able to provide w thout supervision as it is
defined in this chapter, or with such supervision as is avail abl e.

(2) A physician who supervises a physician assistant providing
medi cal care in response to an energency or state or |local disaster is
not required to neet the requirenents set forth in this chapter for a
supervi si ng physi ci an.

(3) A physician assistant licensed in this state or |icensed or
authorized to practice in other states of the United States who
voluntarily and gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course of
enpl oynent or practice, renders energency nedical assistance is not
l[iable for civil damages for any personal injuries that result from
acts or omssions by the physician assistant in rendering energency
care that may constitute ordinary negligence. The imunity granted by
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this section does not apply to acts or om ssions constituting gross,

willful, or wanton negligence or when the nedical assistance is
rendered at any hospital, physician's office, or other health care
delivery entity where those services are normally rendered. A

physician who supervises a physician assistant voluntarily and
gratuitously providing energency care as described in this subsection
is not liable for civil danages for any personal injuries that result
fromacts or om ssions by the physician assistant rendering energency
care.

~-- END ---
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